To the Board of Aldermen:

Although the undersigned support Newton-Wellesley Hospital’s emergency department expansion plans, we do not support the proposed construction of a 680-car multi-level parking garage directly abutting the Hospital neighbors in the Hospital’s single-family zoned neighborhood.  Special Permit approval requires a finding that “[t]he use as developed and operated will not adversely affect the neighborhood,” and we believe that the proposed garage does not meet that standard.  We ask that the Hospital be required to:

1. Eliminate the portion of the garage’s top deck closest to Bonaire Circle by 60 spaces so the new garage decks in the neighbors’ backyards do not rise 15 feet above the surface.  Even the Hospital does not contend that these spaces are necessary for the emergency department project.

2. Demonstrate clearly how the substantial increase in traffic to be generated by the new construction and supported by the garage expansion will not create worse traffic on Washington Street.  Any changes made should improve entrance to and exit from Longfellow Road, and, because one proposed traffic change is to decrease the length of the Beacon Street light on Washington Street, not encourage the diversion of cars to Quinobequin Road to avoid the Beacon Street light. 

3. Agree to sell the houses the Hospital is now buying on Bonaire Circle within, e.g., 2 years, after the garage construction is completed.  The quality of life in the neighborhood will suffer if those houses remain rental properties.  

4. Work with the Aldermen and the community to agree to guidelines regulating future hospital projects to mitigate their effect on the surrounding community.

The neighborhood quality of life in Waban is high in large part because, in the past, the neighborhood and the Hospital have worked together.  We ask the Board of Aldermen to help ensure that this continues into the future.

Sincerely,

_________________________
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