Dear Alderman           :

Although I am generally in favor of the Newton Wellesley Hospital expansion plan, I am writing to encourage the Board of Alderman not to approve the plan unless the hospital agrees to:

1. Sell the houses they are in the process of buying on Bonaire Circle within an agreed on time period (not to exceed five years) after the construction is completed.  The quality of life in the neighborhood will suffer, if those houses remain rental properties in perpetuity.  

2. Implement changes that would address the increased traffic on Washington Street, ensuring that the Longfellow Road entrance and exit be improved and the Beacon Street and Washington Street intersection changes not divert traffic into Waban neighborhoods.

3. Reduce the size of the parking garage by sixty spaces, eliminating half of the upper deck closest to Bonaire Circle.  The beauty of the neighborhoods of Waban should be maintained, especially since the hospital has admitted it will not need these spaces for at least seven years.

4. Work with the community generating guidelines to regulate future hospital expansion projects and to mitigate its effect on the surrounding community.

The neighborhood quality of life in Waban is high, because in the past the neighborhood and the hospital have worked together.  I would like to Board of Aldermen to help ensure that this continues into the future.

Sincerely,

